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Hello, everyone. What books are you currently reading? In my community, we're having a Japanese
language reading challenge this October. Participants are reading blogs, novels, manga, and other
materials in Japanese. I'm also taking part in this challenge, spending 30 minutes a day reading Korean
books.

| love reading, and my interests span from English books to Japanese ones. When | buy books, I primarily
use Amazon, but | also enjoy going to bookstores. Being in places filled with books like bookstores and
libraries gives me a sense of peace.

Recently, | visited a small bookstore in Belfast named 'Books Paper Sissors.' The store has two sections,
one for adult books and another for children's picture books and novels. They also sell cute cards and
notebooks. Despite its small size, the store offers unique books, and | always make new discoveries when |
visit. Additionally, there is only one staff member working at this bookstore.

On that day, | didn't have a specific book in mind to buy, so | casually stopped by and browsed through the
books. However, in the recommended books section, there were books by Japanese and Korean authors.
This sight excited me, and the next book that caught my eye was 'The Korean Book of Happiness.' Since
I'm interested in Korean culture and Korean authors, | impulsively picked it up and headed to the cashier.

| also had a chat with the staff working at the bookstore. | mentioned, 'I'm currently learning Korean, so |
thought this book would be interesting...' to which the staff asked, 'I'm learning Chinese. Do you think
Chinese and Korean are similar?' | replied, 'I'm Japanese, so | feel there are some commonalities between
Japanese and Korean, but | have no understanding of Chinese. It seems quite challenging, right?'

It's moments like these that make small bookstores enjoyable, where you can have these brief but
heartwarming interactions. Even though it was a short exchange, it was a delightful moment. Having foreign
authors' books in the recommended section is a tasteful choice, and I'm impressed by the sense of selection
by the owner and staff. This bookstore is one of my favorite places.

Do you also visit bookstores? Please share about the books you've acquired recently.
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